
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
April 22, 2020 
Online Public Zoom.com Forum - RSVP Registration to participate: climatechangearts.rsvpify.com/ 

May Day! May Day! May Day! 
Arts + Climate Change - an online public forum for action 

Gloucester, MA -  The myriad ways that Cape Ann's artists are helping people understand and take action 
on climate change is the subject of an online Zoom forum sponsored by the Gloucester Cultural Initiative 
(GCI) and Sawyer Free Library on Friday, May 1st 12:00 Noon to 1:00 pm.  Bring your box lunch! 

"Once again, Cape Ann's artists are beginning to help us all look at the realities of climate change, 
including the coming impacts on our own shorelines and working waterfront.   They also help us 
understand the choices we will need to make to come through the crisis with the values and quality of life 
we care so much about," said Valerie Nelson, GCI Speaker Series Chair. 

Meri Jenkins, artist and former supervisor of Creative Economy initiatives at the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council, will moderate the discussion of how artists can help "inform, inspire, and awaken" people to 
engage more with issues around climate change. She has observed that "Over millennia, artists have 
responded again and again to historical and social events and circumstances. No surprise to me that it is to 
the arts that people turn in times of hardship and grief for comfort and for hope.  Artists have the gift of 
reflecting the world back to us, again and again, through deeply felt experience." 

Artists continue to be avatars of culture, beacons of hope, and open-eyed communicators to the world. 
Whether creating public art works, writing music and literature, producing exhibitions, posting images on 
the internet, or in whatever form is accessible, artists are bringing people awareness of the dilemmas and 
possibilities facing our planet in troubling times. 

The two featured speakers, Susan Quateman and Les Bartlett, have combined silk painting with 
photography in their collaborations focusing on the climate crisis for coastal New England landscapes  
while also working with environmental entities. Meri Jenkins has been traveling across the Commonwealth 
establishing creative economy initiatives with a establishing creative economy initiatives with a keen eye on public art works.  Her knowledge base extends 
beyond Massachusetts to national and global beyond Massachusetts to national and global trends trends of community cultural development and planning.  

We are looking forward to robust audience participation with these distinguished panelists. Please join us 
with your questions, thoughts, and stories. There will be a chance to chat, raise questions, and offer 
comments during audience participation in the latter part of the program. 

Contacts:  
Jo-Ann Castano, Communications Liaison, 978-283-1694 
Gloucester Cultural Initiative (GCI) castano@artsgloucester.com 
Valerie Nelson, GCI Speaker Series Program, valerie.i.nelson@gmail.com (978) 283-7569 
Meri Jenkins, GCI Moderator merijenkins20@gmail.com 



 

   
 
Meri Jenkins           Susan Quateman, artist, environmental planner Silk painting ‘Salt Marsh’ 
Panel moderator Leslie Bartlett, photographer and historian  by Susan Quateman 
 
Susan Quateman, originally from the UK, has trained as a regional planner and landscape designer at 
Cornell University and the Landscape Institute of Harvard University. She paints on silk at Ten Pound 
Studio in Gloucester and Goose Cove Studio in Annisquam, Gloucester. Susan is a leader in the Cape Ann 
Climate Coalition's arts working group.  www.susanquateman.com    
 
Leslie Bartlett has photographed the abandoned quarries of Cape Ann and New England for over 20 years. 
He has exhibited on Cape Ann (including the Cape Ann Museum), Barre VT, Soho NY, and Michigan 
State Law School. www.lesliebartlett.com    
 
Meri Jenkins has cultivated numerous dialogues among diverse stakeholders on creative place-making. 
From 2000 until October 2018, she developed and supervised the Creative Economy initiatives at the 
Massachusetts Cultural Council, the State arts agency. She believes that artists play a pivotal role in the 
well-being of communities, oftentimes drawing attention to issues in ways that foster greater understanding 
and better communication.  
 
"Arts and Climate Change" is being produced on-line by the Gloucester Cultural Initiative, a non-
profit 501 (C)(3) organization with an inclusive mission to enhance the cultural vitality of Gloucester, 
Massachusetts. GCI fosters collaborations  synergy and innovative ideas that enrich community.  
www.facebook.com/gloucesterartsandculture/    
 
Program co-sponsor Sawyer Free Library and its affiliate The Gloucester Lyceum seek to enrich the lives 
of Cape Ann residents through thought-provoking and intellectually rewarding programs in the arts and 
humanities, science, law, and politics, business, and communication.  
www.sawyerfreelibrary.org   

 
To receive access, RSVP is required, at climatechangearts.rsvpify.com/. 

 
Invitations and Directions will be mailed to guests beginning Tuesday April 28th.This 
live event will be recorded and available subsequently on the Internet. 
 
 

 
Silk painting by Susan Quateman “Drowning Man at the Wheel” 
 
Images available upon request 
 




